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Shddes Students” Union
OF NOIr University of the Arts London

wwwasuarts.org

Event — Have Lunch With...

Tuesday 24th November - London College of Communication

Itinerary

13:00 Registration

13:05 Keynote starts
13:15 Q&A session begins
14:00 EVENT ENDS

Panellists

Aaquil Ahmedaaquil Ahmed, Commissioning Editor and Head of
Religion & Ethics

Aagil has been in post for over six years. He joined from Channel 4
where he was the Commissioning Editor for Religion and the Head of
Multicultural Programming. His role involves being the overall Head of
Religion for the BBC across TV, Radio, News and On Line.

Over the past six years he has commissioned projects as diverse as The
Life of Muhammad, The Preston Passion, Sacred Rivers with Simon
Reeve and Quitting the EDL: When Tommy met Mo. He also led the in-house team's coverage of the
Papal visit and the award winning 50th anniversary of Songs of Praise.

At Channel 4 he commissioned award-winning and genre-defining projects such as Inside The Mind of
the Suicide Bomber, Saving Africa's Witch Children, Priest Idol and The Qur'an. Prior to joining Channel 4 in
2003, he spent over ten years in production at the BBC working on a rich mix of programming from
Panorama to Everyman.

He is a Professor at The School of Media and Performing Arts, Middlesex University; a regular speaker and
writer on the Media and Cultural Diversity and has contributed as a group member or chair to various
educational and work related groups from formerly being a frustee of the Runnymede frust to being a
steering group member of the religion and society programme.

Aagqil is currently a board member of Mosaic (mentoring organisation set up by Prince Charles), Chair of
the Creative Diversity Network Commissioning Group, a patron of the Curriculum For Cohesion, a Trustee
of the London Rugby League Foundation and the President of the BBC Black and Asian Workers Forum.

Lawrence Lartey, Academic and Media Specialist

London College of Communication (LCC) Senior Lecturer Lawrence
Lartey has more than 15 years industry experience as a producer and
creative strategist. He has worked for the BBC, ITV and Viacom
Infernational Networks. Lawrence recently directed a project between
LCC and Jay-Z's Shawn Carter Foundation, which resulted in four
students from LCC working at Roc Nation in New York on a cultural
exchange programme.

Formerly a Contributing Editor for Touch Magazine, Lawrence has also written for Music Week, Now, The
Daily Record, Time Out and The Guardian. Lawrence authored and co-produced Usher The Ultimate
Entertainer (Radio documentary) for BBC Radio 1. Other notable credits include ‘An Afternoon With Al
Green’ for the Arts Council, which he produced, and the global frending ‘How Hip Hop Changed The
World’ for Channel 4, which he produced alongside Idris Elba.
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Lawrence is the Creative Director for Question Media Group, (a boutique engagement agency).
Question Media Group recently produced an award winning 12-parf radio drama for Unicef around the
education and prevention of HIV, Lawrence also executive produced 5 short films for Channel 4s
Random Acts strand. He was recently named as ‘One of the most influential black people under 40 in the
UK".

Rimsha Ahmed, London College of Communication Students and
Islamic Society Committee Member University of the Arts London

Rimsha Ahmed, is a final year lllustration student at London College of
Communications. She has helped organised events as part of the
committee for the Islamic Society and ran joint events with the
African and Caribbean Society. Last year, Rimsha created a debate
event to examine Free Speech and Charlie Hebdo.

Host - Bee Tajudeen
Education Officer at SUARTS & Content Developer at Shades Of Noir

Bolanle (Bee) graduated in 2015 from London College Of
Communication with a degree in Public Relations.

She is currently the 2015/2016 elected Education Officer for SUARTS and
previously Vice President of London Communication. Bee has a strong
understanding of policy, diversity and inclusion in higher education

and the media.
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DISCUSSION TOPIC

Race, Religion and Free Speech:
The Power of Social & Broadcast
Media

A Directors UK (2015) report published titled ‘UK Television - Adjusting The Colour Balance. BAME

Directors Working in UK Television Production’ is the result of research into the current

employment rate of BAME directors across

N Ews 2014 all programme genres in UK television. The

research found that only 1.5% of

How people access the news

% 20 40 60 80

programmes were made by a BAME
News most people are personally

e TV interested in is weather, . . .

E—— worldwide current affairs, and director, while BAME directors make up

41 Intamet/apps UK current affairs
N . . . .

s i But younger people are less just 3.5% of the directing community. Does
_3;56 Radio interested in current affairs:
B Magazines B s @ = the lack of BAME directors have an affect

v 68% interested
16-24 55+ . . .

41% of people access on the way stories are told in the media?

news via internet &
apps, up from

32% in 2013
This is equal to

100 Platforms by age:
younger older

and "~
80 (1624) °  (55+)

g o * 5 5 Trevor Phillips, former equality chief officer
S W g £
” E % a3 3 stated ‘the media have become "terrified" of
EEERE

5% do not follow news discussing race issues and mulficulturalism has

News on mobile
Those aged 55+ who don't follow news: 3% devices by age: [Pt
Those aged 16-24 who don't follow news: 10%

0/ access news
21/0 on mobile

- up from 14% in 2013

become a "racket". Social media was

16-24

55+

subsequently set ablaze with a visible division

of opinions after his show, Things We Say About

Race. This year has been a catalyst forissues

about race and religion. It is now time to reflect about Media’s narrates news stories on race, religion

and free speech by exploring the most debated, popular, even contentious hashstags this year.
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#BritishValues

As Kieran Yates said: “What the fuck are British Values?”, mocking David Cameron and Teresa May's

Islamaphobic rhetoric. With the rise of both Islamic and British Extremism, is it fime the media grasp the

L vodafone UK = 11:20 G v © 95% EEm-

David Cameron
< 1,921 Tweets Q 'Z

i huge difference of non-
white and white

David Cameron communities in Britain?
I'll be making a major speech on
extremism today - how we can tackle

the poisonous Islamist ideology that is Should the media also hold

so hostile to British values.

the government to account

David Cameron

Wishing a very happy and peaceful . .
Eid to all the families and friends for not placing an emphasis

coming together to mark the end of
Ramadan. #EidMubarak i . oy oy
on white British citizens who

Mia don’'t have so called 'British

When your Eid selfies don't bang

Values'?2

#JeSuisCharlie

On the 7th January 2015, 12 French Journalists were unfortunately killed in a terror attack after cartoon
images depicting Allah were used in popular satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo. The media and many in
the public saw this as a direct attack on free speech. In the hours that followed the hashtag, Je Suis

Charlie, was tfrending and is

W #JeSuisCharlie

Tweets with #JeSulsCharlle (Incl. most RTd) now one of the

By Twitter France & TwittarFeance

most popular hashtags in
twitter history. Charlie
Hebdo's satirical take on
race and religious issues
continue to be a talking

point about free speech

censorship and inciting

This graph posted by @twitterfrance showing the popularity of the hashtag over time with a peak at 9:30 on the morning .
racial hatred.
of January 7th.
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#BlackLivesMatter

B Everette Tavlor and 1 other follow In the same week, as the aforementioned

, J. La'Shay GEnduranced? - Jan 23 terror attack, over 2000 Nigerians were killed
BRAVO Demonstrating the hypocrisy of the
Western World regarding terrorism in . in a terrorist attack in, Baga, Nigeria.

However the Western media was widely

criticised, social media commentators said they had failed in reporting the gravity of the incident.

lola @iola muu - Jan 23 Leaving some to ask, if it was racism
e 2000 people diedina massacrg in Nigeria and that deserves just as much that valued 2000 Nigerian lives less
attention as the 7 dead journalists

than 19 Charlie Hebdo victims?

Akinola Davis Junior, inspired by #blacklivesmatter activism happening in America, decided fo organise
a public rally #nigerianlivesmatter. By promoting the rally on Facebook, the event amassed over 4000

Facebook users to click Laura Nickoll @LauraNickoll - Jan 22
If all right-thinking people are united against terrorism, where are the 'Je suis

aftending. The focus of the Nigeria' banners?

rally was to put Nigerian lives

info public consciousness, he stated * The solidarity the world showed for Charlie Hebdo massacre was
not matched by the news of decimation of Baga in Northern Nigeria, where 2000 people were violently

murdered by the tyrants Boko Haram.” It was evident to see, the power of social media, that helped

Junior put Black lives onto the
“It was symbolic to see an array of world leaders coming
together to condemn violence and defend free speech. | Public agenda. He was
We just wish that something on any scale could have

ked t k t th
been done for the 2,000 people in Baga; the 17 who lost asked fo speak about the

their lives to a child suicide bomber; the 200 girls who impact of terrorism in the
went missing and are yet to be recovered; the 5,000 ' . .
refugees in a neighbouring town; the 7,000-10,000 who African continent in The House

fled to the border, and ultimately the 800,000 people

. . of Lords and parliament
now displaced from the terror caused by the violence P

from the repUb”CS of Cameroon, Chad, Niger, and resulting in further press
Nigeria. It's important that people also show solidarity
with the loss of lives from countries and communities coverage around Black and

farther away. Nigerian Lives.

Okayv Africa. Akinola Davis Jrn
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#iStandWithBaharMusifa SUarisorg

Bahar Mustfa, Equality and Diversity officer, at Goldsmiths Student
Union, tweeted, #killallwhitemen a term she argues is widely used in
queer and lesbians circles because of the complex relationship
between white men, power and privilege. In order to create a safe

space, Bahar organised a BME women's only event, asking for no

white people or men to aftend.

She faced harsh public scrutiny, a petition to remove her from her student union post and was heavily
berated in the media. Months later, she was summoned to appear in court to answer charges of:
sending a threatening message and sending a menacing or offensive message via a public network.

Feminist and student activist groups all around the country promptly decided to post statuses with

In May 2015, Goldsmith University's 'Diversity Officer, Bahar |[BEiSSICUTILEUICI elieRelgle
Mustafa, responded thus to accusations of racism following

her use of the Twitter hashtag ZKillAllWhiteMen:

called out the hypocrisy of the CPS

a . e who fail to prosecute men who troll
“It's a way of reclaiming the power from the trauma

many of us experience as queers, women, people VRNl LR el
of colour... .
I, an ethnic minority woman, cannot be racist [ SIAEESIA SN
or sexist... Women of colour and minority genders
cannot be racist or sexist, since we do not stand to
benefit... Resistance to our resistance is futile.” does society stand with Bahar

The case was finally dropped, but

Kill all white men? Resistance to our resistance is futile? Non- JENek
white women can't be racist? Not much of an apology, is it?
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#WhyisMyCurriculumWhite

The Why Is My Curriculum White campaign, has over
7,500 people in the Facebook group. The group is
echoing genuine concerns about academia in the UK
not representing all nationalities who have contributed
in society. University officers up and down the UK are
challenging their institutions fo adopt a more inclusive
curriculum. In the UK, the white, heteronormative
curriculum begins in primary school. The UK also has
one of the highest numbers of infernational students.
The hetero-normative glaze on the curriculum is
extremely worrying as the Dorling’s research predicts

that by 2020 a number of UK cities will be ‘super

Students” Union

University of the Arts London

wwwasuarts.org

517 members (55 new)

'‘Race™, as we all know, is a social construct. It
has no biological basis - it was something
invented by people. But it was not socially
constructed benevolently - it was constructed
to divide the world, and order human beings
into a hierarchy. When we talk about
whiteness therefore, we are not talking about
people, we are talking about power.
Whiteness is an ideology which says that
people racialised as white are morally and
intellectually superior to other racialised
groups.

The university has been the primary motor in
reproducing this ideology. and this campaign
seeks to challenge it. Only by challenging the,
often invisible, whiteness which underpins the
dominant intellectual culture, can we build
genuinely inclusive and progressive places of
learning

diverse’. How will a white curriculum explore the experiences of those who do not define as white.

To Consider:

Does the broadcast media highlight fears and concerns of immigrant and migrant minorities living in the

UKe

How is social media shaping the news with regards to those that could be described as on the margins in

society?

Does social media have a tendency of creating echo chambersé Empowering for those within the

chambers but not creating allies outside of the movement?

It is important to recognise the cultural currency that the broadcast media presents, how does this

impact to the societal psyche? What could the broadcast teams do to even this out?

Where and who has the dominate voices in both social media and broadcast media and is there an

agenda?
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